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the 'evil eye* that can bewitch. Clearly it ought to be pos-
sible for the eye of a creature of the Good Creation to master
things evil, as the steady gaze of a man will cow a wild
beast. No such idea, of course, is present in the mind of the
modern Parsi, or for the matter of that was present in the
mind of the Median originals of Tobit and Tobias1 when
they went forth to deal kindly by the corpses of the faithful,
and took their harmless, necessary dog with them. It is the
business of such * survivals ' (superstitiones) to survive, not to
perpetuate the explanation which would destroy their chance
of life in more illuminated ages.

Conspicuous among the necessary agents in the due disposal
of a corpse are the Nasasalars or corpse-bearers. They are
professionals, who make their living at the cost of the per-
petual impurity which makes them a class apart from other
men. They have to mitigate the impurity by frequent
ablutions, but to make them capable of attending an Atesh
Behram would demand nothing less than a barashnum puri-
fication. They act in pairs, linked \vi\hpaiwand, in accordance
with the Vendidad regulation which makes it mortal sin for
an individual without companion to come into the presence
of death. It may be presumed that the association of two
persons gives them a chance of surviving the attack of the
fiend. The Greek proverb says * against two not even Heracles
avails': a fortiori therefore not the grisly phantom whom the
Heracles of Euripides overcame. The Nasasalars have to be
familiar with certain sacred formulae. They perform the
kusti ceremony before they come to their work, and when
they bring the bier into the death-chamber they recite the
Sraosh-baj prayer half-way, finishing it at a later period.
Sraosha is especially connected with the guidance of the
dead, a kind of Parsi Hermes -fyvyoiro//Troy. They next repeat
an interesting formula, declaring in Persian that they do their
duty 'according to the dictates of Ahura Mazdah, of the
Ameshaspands, of the holy Sraosha, of Aderbad Marespand,

1 Seejg.Z., pp. 332 ff.